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This project involves a substantial two-story addition and kitchen renovation. However, a

subtle, profound aspect of this project also involves the owners’ desire to raise the overall

quality and elegance of their residence. To meet this goal, we introduced a variety of exteri-

or and interior changes to reinvigorate the form of this classic Georgian colonial. Close col-

laboration with a landscape designer ensured that the improvements were balanced with

appropriate changes in the landscape.

We added architectural rigor through a variety of changes to the windows and front walk and

by putting greater emphasis on the entry. Unshuttered windows draw attention to the build-

ing’s fine brick masonry while a path of dry-laid fieldstones set directly into the lawn replaces

the original brick-paved walkway. The new two-story brick addition (at left), just visible

beyond the walkway, is set back discreetly to balance the existing wing (at right) and main-

tain a deferential position in relation to the primary plane of the front façade.
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For the redesigned front entry, we
removed the traditional combina-
tion of painted wood paneled door
and sidelights and aluminum
stormdoor. In their place stand a
pair of tall, custom-made French
doors, framed by a limestone and
painted wood surround. A project-
ing portico supported by free-
standing columns now shelters the
entry. The overall effect offers a
more generous sense of arrival.

Before Renovation – The residence
before the renovation bears the
classic hallmarks of a center hall
colonial in Spring Valley, but also
some hallmarks of age: The walk-
way traversing the front lawn
occasionally was covered with
water or ice running down the
slope and the pilastered pedimental
entry and surround offers no shel-
ter from inclement weather. The
shuttered windows and overgrown
shrubs strike a somber note on the
front facade.
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This project began with trying to
figure out how to fit a breakfast table
into a 40-year old kitchen. After
considering a variety of options, we
added a new breakfast room off the
renovated kitchen, in the location of
the former garage.

Backyard, before the renovation

Retaining wall for new terrace
under construction

before
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The owners enjoyed considering
every detail during the planning
phase, and even participated in the
design of custom-made furniture
to avoid a completely fitted
interior. This custom-designed
hutch preserves the breakfast
room’s elegance while concealing
a television for the owners’
morning news updates.
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Rear Garden. The breakfast room needed a
gracious, more accessible backyard, so we
raised the backyard grade to ground level,
and added a terraced garden, pergola and
many specimen plantings. These and other
changes allow the landscape to become an
integral part of the interior living spaces.

Before the renovation, the back-
yard was barely accessible from
the ground level rooms.
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Rear Terrace and Breakfast Room


