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k i l l e r m o n t h o u s e

An Award-winning Blue Ridge Aerie

Perched high in the Blue Ridge Mountains near Washington, Virginia, Killermont House

accommodates the demands of a steep mountainous landscape while taking advantage of the

panoramic views afforded by this rugged terrain. A modern amalgam of several architectural

styles, the house reflects the eclectic tastes and possessions of a couple that spent much of

their professional lives in Europe and Asia. In 1997, Killermont House received an Award for

Distinctive Residential Architecture from the National Capital Chapter of the American

Institute of Architects.

The scale of the clearing and the impingement of fast-growing second-growth woodlands

further down the mountain slope suggested a house with an emphasis on height rather than

breadth. The house, emerging from the contours of the slope, rises with the mountain rather

than sprawls across it. Two tall stucco towers anchor the Killermont design, providing a

visual counterpoint for the glass-enclosed wooden box which houses the home’s principal

living compartments.
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The stone foundation reaching into the earth
anchors the house.

Retaining walls built with locally quarried field-
stone follow the contours of the house site, and
gradually recede in height as they reach outward
toward the surrounding woodlands.
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(Above) An approach road through a forested
mountain terrain culminates in a drive court
facing the entrance, or West, side of the
house. The West entrance presents a finished,
graceful entrance that builds anticipation
for the as-yet-unseen view.

(Left) The East Tower above the entry is bal-
anced by a West Tower. The towers anchor an
interior axis that connects the living com-
partments at each level of the house, includ-
ing a rooftop balcony for observing the
views below.



                    .              ,            ,                                     

Local Virginia cherrywood lends a rich,
warm tone to the interior, as seen in the spi-
ral staircase of the east tower and the
kitchen cabinetry.

The sweeping panoramic view south to the
Virginia Piedmont is obscured by the wood-
lands until entering the house’s grand, two-
story living room. The wall of windows
frames the vista, while basking the room in
natural light.
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