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m y r t l e g r o v e

Honoring the Past Through a Careful Restoration and Renovation

Myrtle Grove is an historic waterfront property on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. We restored

and renovated the property with sensitivity to a rich and complex historic and legal arrange-

ment that protects the property’s landscape and exterior appearance. Our work earned a num-

ber of architectural design awards, including the coveted Award of Excellence from the

National Capital Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

The carefully restored main house testifies to the tradition of periodic additions and

rebuilding of homes, resulting in a telescoping style of architecture. The original structure

(circa 1734) stands roughly in the middle, to the right of the federal-era brick addition. The

kitchen is at the far right. The reconstructed kitchen was enlarged by a glazed porch addition

under a shed roof, which terminates the telescope.

The new owners’ program for a pool and poolhouse and sufficient accommodations

for weekend guests could have burdened the historical value of the original structure; hence,

we developed a separate axis of family life to the northwest of the Main House. The new

structures include the pool and poolhouse and a guesthouse.



                    .              ,            ,                                     

The site plan shows the arrival drive on an approach
axis perpendicular to length of the house. A new
formal axis projects northwest from the house’s
kitchen wing to a formal perspective terminating at
a grove of fruit and nut trees. Off this axis is the
axis generated by the new poolhouse and guest house
with an oak tree as a focal point at one end of an
oval drive court.
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main house with kitchen wing

kitchen wing with glazed porch addition
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The project represents an effort to honor
the property’s dignified past through careful
restoration and renovation of its colonial-
and federal-era buildings, while adding
structures that make the property useful for
the modern life of a busy family.

kitchen interior
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main house from southeast

northwest elevation, main house

main house
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main house — entry hall

example of custom casework
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Throughout, in the main buildings and in the
diverse but harmonious outbuildings, the
owners and their guests find pleasures and
details of history and caring crafstmanship,
details revealed through the day's changing
light. As with all the new construction,
materials and handwork are faithful to the
heritage of this historic property.
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poolhouse and oak tree

left to right: poolhouse, service buildings and mainhouse as seen from the water.
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The Guest Cottage sits in a
secluded clearing near a tribu-
tary creek, offering privacy
and a natural respite for its
visitors.


