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Rockburn Farm

This project involved extensive interior renovations to restore a venerable manor house on a

-acre farm in the heart of Virginia’s Hunt Country. When the current owners bought the

property, the house included an eclectic assortment of additions and renovations that were

executed by earlier owners over an -year period. The clients appreciated the “old and

quirky” nature of the house, so they decided not to alter any of the th century additions.

They focused instead on renovating the interiors and undertaking an extensive replacement

of deteriorated exterior millwork.

We established a master plan for these renovations, and oversaw a careful rearrangement of

rooms back to their historic locations and proportions. Working closely with the clients and

their interior designer, we refurbished and added a selection of details that seamlessly com-

bine refinement with comfort. The renovated house is both comfortable for living and ele-

gant for entertaining.
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A black and white photograph
shows the original fieldstone
farm house and outbuildings
before the 1920s. In the 1920s,
members of Henry Phipps’
family purchased the property
and added the English
Regency-style façade to the
center block of the original
stone manor. We restored the
exterior millwork and stucco
as part of the restoration.
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Before the renovations, the ground
level was cross-sectioned into mul-
tiple compartments, each connected
to the other along a single axis of
small doorways.

The English Regency-style addi-
tion augmented the ground floor
living space, making it possible in
the current renovation to carve an
expansive entry hall out of the
ground level rooms. We reposi-
tioned walls and designed a selec-
tion of arched and cased openings
to improve the flow and propor-
tions, and enhance transitions.
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The elegance of the study and dining room is supported by the proportion of the
rooms, paint selection and custom casework (cased windows, bookcases,

mouldings, chair rails, arches and entryways). These design elements work
in unison to retain an intimacy in these reconfigured rooms.

Little of the home’s historic interiors existed before the renovation
as a result of prior renovations and house fires. When the current owners moved to

Rockburn Farm, the original staircase was located in a large, ill-proportioned
dining room. We added walls and cased openings to form a

stair hall adjacent to the reconfigured dining room.
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